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FOR RELEASE:

12 September 196G

FROM:

Kika de la Garza

90-155

WASHINGTON, D C -- Congress is back on the job after the August recess for, if
you'll excuse the expression, the national political conventions, and it looks as if we
will be here during most of what remains of 1968.

Several major appropriation bills are

still to be passed and there is other pending legislation which somebody along the line has
labeled "Must".

The outlook is for several weeks of work, followed by a recess of perhaps

a month or so, followed in turn by a reconvening of Congress.

All in all, I'd say that

people will have started singing "God restye merry gentlemen" before the 90th Congress
breathes its last.

* * * *
FHA EXPANDED LOAN AUTHORITY

New opportunities open up for South Texas farmers

to develop non-farm enterprises on their land under terms of a bill signed by President
Johnson to expand loan authorities of the Farmers Home Administration.
The bill authorizes FHA loans to family farmers to develop farm-based small
tusiness or service enterprises that will add to their income, and to convert entire farma
into outdoor recreational areas.
appliance

Loans can be made to finance farm equipment, electrical

and auto repair shops, and other farm-based services needed in rural areas.

Such loans will be limited to $60,OOO,less any existing indebtedness on the security, for
improvement and development of real estate, and $35,000 for equipment and other operating
expenses.

These same limits apply to loans.to convert farm tracts wholly or partially

into recreation areas such as fishing, boating and camping resorts.
The new law also strengthens federal support of rural community development.

It

removes for three years any rtatutory ceiling on insured loans for rural water and waste
disposal systems, community recreation projects, family farm ownership, soil conservation
practices, and for conversion of farms to recreational uses.

The ceiling on development

grants for water and waste disposal systems is raised from $50 million to $100 million a
year, and the ceiling on grants for comprehensive plans for water and waste disposal services from $5 million to $15 million a year.

* * * *
SWEET
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RESEARCH

Last November I reported that approval had been obtained

for construction at the Weslaco station of a $55,000 pilot plant to test a process that has
been developed to remove starch from sweet sorghum juices and clarify them.

It's part of

the long-range project to establish the potential of s"eet sorghum for commercial production of sugar in South Texas--leading in time, I hope, to an important new cash crop for

our area.

I have now been informed by the Agricultural Research Service that, following

award of the contract in July, construction of the building is under way.
should be ready for installation of equipment during the coming winter.

The facility
When the plant is

completed, some additional trained personnel will be required for its operation.
According to the Agricultural Research Service, research on the recovery of
sugar from sweet sorghum continues to be "progressive and profitable".

* * *
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MECHANICAL HARVESTING Another research project of interest to South Texans, this
one to citrus producers, is starting at the University of Florida. Under a cooperative
agreement with the Department of Agriculture, scientists at that institution will conduct a
one-year study of the market quality of mechanically harvested citrus fruit. I·lith producers
increasingly turning to mechanical harvesting, research on the uniformity and freedom from
damage of mechanically harvested fruit will help develop efficient systems. In Florida,
citrus fruit harvested by several types and modifications of mechanical equipment will be
compared with manually harvested fruit. The scientists also hope to develop measurements
to assess injury and fungicidal treatments for reducing decay of damaged fruit that has
been mechanically harvested.

* * * *
COMMERCE DEPARTMENT Business is the preoccupation of the Department of Commerce.
It's one of the newer departments of the government, having been given its present name by
a 1913 act which reorganized the Department of Commerce and Labor, created in 1903, by
transferring all labor activities into a new, separate department.

The mission of Commerce is to promote healthy growth of the American economy through
programs of assistance to business and commerce, the community, and the general public. A
major purpose is to develop and disseminate basic population, economic, business, scientific,

and environmental information. Other programs include promoting foreign trade, overseas
investment, increased travel to the U.S., assuring fullest use of our scientific and
technical resources, and fostering development of the American merchant marines. One of
the department's newest missions is to assist in the economic development of communities and

regions with lagging economies through the Economic Development Administration. Two of its
most important divisions, so far as the average South Texan is concerned, are the Weather
Bureau and the Bureau of the Census. Their work touches all of us. The U.S. Patent Office
also comes under the jurisdiction of this department.
Secretary of Commerce is C. R. Smith, a name by no means unknown to Texas.
used to run American Airlines.
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HEMISFAIR~ You have to use an explanation point in talking about the international
exposition of San Antonio. Lucille and I took the children to HemisFair in August, while
Congress ,·,as in recess, and even if I were unbeliev&bly eloquent I couldn't do justice to it.
The Fair is a place for families to go--Texas families wanting to learn about the history
and culture of our state--American families interested in a vital part of the history of
the United States and the world.

There is something for everybody, and I hope everybody in the 15th Congressional
District who can get to San Antonio before the Fair closes in October will do it. You will
always remember the trip.
HemisFair--it's
VISITORS FROM

great~
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It is truly a world's fair.

* * * *

While I was in Texas during the just passed congressional

recess, there were a number of visitors from horne came by the office.

Among the visitors

were: Lucila M Salinas of Roma, Dr and Mrs Eradio Arredondo, now living in Richmond, Va.,
formerly of Roma; John Singleterry, Jr, of Weslaco and Mrs G A Aupperle, the latter
formerly of Mission, now living in Weslaco; Rev Fr John M Joyce, OMI, of San Antonio,
formerly of Mission; Mr and Mrs Jack Parker of Dallas, Mrs Parker is the former Ida Ruth
King of Harlingen; Dr and Mrs E G Garza, Mrs Chester Gutowsky and Tanis Gutowsky of
McAllen; Mr and Mrs J P Brewer and family of Harlingen; Mrs.. John H Middlebrooks of Takoma
Park, Maryland, formerly of Donna and Weslaco.
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